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Letter From the Executive Director

Because the environment is everyone’s business

Fall 2004

One of the most enjoyable

parts of my job is working

with innovative business

people like Albert Straus who are

committed to environmental

sustainability. Often by promoting

cutting-edge technology,

Sustainable Conservation partners

with pioneers like Albert to find

solutions that are business-savvy

and environmentally friendly.

It’s an exciting and powerful

partnership. I hope you will enjoy

the feature article in this issue

highlighting the collaboration

between Albert and Sustainable

Conservation that led to the

successful implementation of a

methane digester on his family

farm in May 2004. This is an idea

whose time has come. We held a

press event that led to extensive

news coverage which extended

through the summer.

I want to acknowledge the terrific

work of Allen Dusault, Program

Director for Sustainable

Agriculture. Under his leadership

the Dairies Program is really

taking off. As you’ll see on page 3,

the Dairies Program had very

successful trial demonstrations of

a new farming technique called

conservation tillage. Conservation

tillage has tremendous potential

to reduce the severe air pollution

problems in the Central Valley,

while saving farmers money

through reduced fuel and labor

costs.

I am well aware that Sustainable

Conservation’s successes would

not be possible without our

terrific partners including

industry leaders like Albert, our

funders, government partners,

trade associations, non-profit

colleagues, and other friends.

Thank you so much. Together we

can make a world of difference.

Ashley Boren

Executive Director
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Four Stars for Sustainable
Conservation

Charity Navigator, America's premier
independent charity evaluator, awarded
Sustainable Conservation with a four-
star rating, their highest endorsement.
In earning Charity Navigator's four-star
rating, Sustainable Conservation has
demonstrated exceptional financial
health and management. Visit Charity
Navigator (www.charitynavigator.org)
and enter the keywords “Sustainable
Conservation” to see the full report. 

Invasive Species 
Project Launched

At a June 2004 forum in Davis,
California, Sustainable Conservation
launched its Invasive Species Project.
The forum brought together industry,
government, academic, and non-profit
environmental groups to discuss how to
work together to prevent the retail sale
of invasive plant species in California. 

The Invasive Species Project works to
prevent the sale of plants known to be
invasive in California's wildlands. In
addition, the project hopes to develop
screening methods to prevent new
introductions of invasive plants into the
horticultural trade. 

Invasive species present the second
most serious threat to biodiversity next
to habitat destruction. Furthermore,
California spends more than $87 million
per year on control and eradication of
invasive species.

Brake Pad Partnership 
Studies Underway

The Brake Pad Partnership has
begun its technical studies, results of
which will tell us whether copper from
automobile brake pads may contribute
to copper concentrations in the San
Francisco Bay. San Francisco Estuary
Institute (SFEI) is monitoring the
deposition of copper in the Castro
Valley watershed to determine
differences in copper deposited in areas
that are heavily impacted by vehicle
traffic and areas that have little traffic. 

For the next eight months, scientists
from the SFEI will capture dry and wet
air deposition samples in Castro Valley,
California for use in Brake Pad
Partnership modeling studies. Reaching
this final phase of work required effort
and perseverance for all parties
involved.

Sustainable Conservation
builds bridges across the
private, public and non-
profit sectors to solve
environmental problems.

Restoration on 
Private Lands
We help land owners be good
stewards of the environment by
facilitating restoration projects and
species protection. 

Sustainable Agriculture
We promote the adoption of innovative
farming practices so that farmers can
protect the environment, boost their
bottom line and keep their land.

Sustainable Business
We stop pollution at the source by
working proactively with business and
regulatory agencies to solve problems
through cooperation, rather than
litigation.

Getting our Newsletter by E-mail.
If you prefer to receive our newsletter
by e-mail, send a message to
suscon@suscon.org with
“Newsletter” in the subject line. You
will receive subsequent issues as an
email attachment. You can also
download our newsletter from our
Web site at www.suscon.org.
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I’ve been trying to do this for
25 years,” said Albert Straus,
President of Straus Family

Creamery, after unveiling his
organic dairy’s methane
digester in May 2004. The
Straus digester uses an
innovative technology to
capture methane gas from
animal waste and burn it to
generate electricity. In fact,
Straus is saving over $6,000 per
month in electricity costs, while
reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and water pollution.

Straus is one of 12 early-
adopter dairy producers who
have begun generating power
from their digesters in the last

two years thanks to Sustainable
Conservation’s efforts. “I would
still be waiting if it wasn’t for
Sustainable Conservation taking
the lead on methane digesters,”
Straus said. Allen Dusault,
Program Director for
Sustainable Agriculture,
concurs. “Farmers have
tremendous demands on their
time. Even though they want to
do the right thing, they need
someone like us to step in and
advocate on their behalf,”
Dusault stated.

Sustainable Conservation
acts as a catalyst for
environmental stewardship by
creating partnerships with

business and finding innovative,
cost-effective solutions to
tough environmental problems.
In order to make the
implementation of methane
digesters on dairy farms
possible, Sustainable
Conservation successfully
advocated for state matching
funds for farmers who installed
digesters, provided technical
assistance, and fought for net
metering so that Straus and
others could secure credit for
the electricity they generate.

By getting the word out
about successes like Straus,
Dusault is now working to take
methane digesters to the next
level. “This is my goal in the
Dairies Program, to find
solutions that help a farmer’s
bottom line and help the
environment. Thanks to
innovators like Straus, I’m
hoping to expand projects like
methane digesters so that we
have wide-spread adoption in
the coming years.”

Partnering with Business to Protect the Environment
Sustainable Conservation and Straus Family Creamery Make an Electric Connection

Facts to Consider

Change is in the Air with
Conservation Tillage

Sustainable Conservation is working closely with
farmers to create a critical change in farming
practices that will benefit public health in

California's San Joaquin Valley. With an estimated
one in six Fresno children suffering from asthma, 
San Joaquin Valley has the worst air quality in the
nation, listed by the U.S. EPA as an “extreme non-
attainment area.” Agriculture is one of the major
causes cited.

To address this serious public health issue,
Sustainable Conservation is collaborating with
farmers to encourage them to adopt “conservation
tillage,” a farming method that requires fewer 
tractor passes.

According to Sustainable Conservation's Kristen
Hughes, “Conservation tillage benefits farmers with
good crop yields, lower labor expenses, and lower
diesel and equipment expenses, and benefits the
environment by reducing dust and diesel emissions.”

Studies have shown that conservation tillage can
reduce dust pollution, a key component of air
pollution, by up to 86 percent. More efficient tractor
use results in lower diesel fuel emissions, reducing
consumption by as much as 74 percent, according to
UC Davis research.

Conservation tillage is used on approximately 
50 percent of the nation's croplands, but is new to
the Central Valley, where less than one percent of
crops are grown using this technique. Sustainable
Conservation believes conservation tillage can
revolutionize crop tillage in California agriculture,
and alleviate one of most pressing air quality issues
facing California today.

Sustainable Conservation Hosts
Successful Demonstration Event 

Sustainable Conservation hosted a highly
successful Conservation Tillage Demonstration
and Media Event in August 2004 at the Zylstra

Dairy in Turlock, California and Charles Ahlem Ranch
in Hilmar, California. With over 70 people attending,
the event provided an opportunity for farmers, air
quality regulators and the press to learn directly from
on-the-ground field tests about conservation tillage
and its many benefits, including improving air quality
in the San Joaquin Valley.

“I would still be waiting if it wasn't for

Sustainable Conservation taking the lead 

on methane digesters”
–Albert Straus, President of Straus Family Creamery

California is the nation’s largest
dairy state, with 1.7 million cows
on over 2,000 farms. Dairies
create over 60,000 jobs and $4.6
billion in revenue for California’s
economy.

Cows produce 120 pounds per
day of liquid and solid waste,
and over 65 billion pounds of
manure annually.

The Central Valley has been
declared an “extreme non-
attainment” area for air
pollution. One in six children in
Fresno has asthma. 

Two years ago, only two dairy
digesters were operating in
California. Now there are 12, with
several more under construction.
When all digesters are in production
they will generate enough electricity
annually to power 3,000 homes.

Albert Straus,
President of
Straus Family
Creamery, is a
pioneer on
energy
conservation
and renewable
energy.

Read All About It!
The launch of the Straus Family Creamery methane
digester in May 2004 garnered extensive national
and international media coverage. With coverage
from diverse outlets such as the BBC News and FOX
News Channel, Sustainable Conservation was
recognized for our role in bringing the environmental
and economic benefits of this innovative technology
to more farmers.
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